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Ts aithfult faying and worthy of al acceptation, 
fo eſis came ho 'the _ to ſave 'Sin- 
Ne of yr i I am 


F= Þ-cheſ Wars toi be underſtood wikhour 


firxtion\ of (Limication- chat Ch Jeſus 
Fn err, th-ſave ” hy Kyo 
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<v« y of - all Accept, ttionby, che Lreateſt Somers; but 
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Ver. 13. 


ir could not be a faithfull, ſaying, being nor agree. 
able either to the Nature of God, or Revelation of 


his Wall by Chriſt Teſws. But S. Paul ſpeaks of ſuch 
Sindrs as Hnidr hall ven ; 4. 2. fach 28 had been 


great Sinners, bur had truely and ſincerely repented. 
Of whom I am chief. What then ? Muſt we look 
on him as the Standard and Meaſure of ſuch Sin- 
ners whom (br Jeſus tam to ave ? © What will 
cen become of Ml thole who have been'Sinners of 
a higher Rank than ever he was? Ir's true in the 
Verles before the Text, he fers our his Sins, as a 
humble Penitent is wont to do, with the worſt 
Colours and deepeſt Aggravations, Who was before 
a blaſphemer and a' perfecutor, and IMJurious - bur yer 
he'adds, that he obtamed Mercy becauſe he did it 1gno- 
rantly, in unbelief. How then. is. S. Paul the Chief 
of Sinners * Are Sins of Jenorance and Miſtake the 
greateſt of Sins, for which Chriſt died ? Is there tio 
Expiation for any other by Jeſu Chrift * What will 
become then of all fuch. who ſin againſt Know: 

and Conſcience, and fot in Ignorance and Un 


| belief?' Can none of theſe hope for Mercy by Chrif 


3 Joh. 1. 7. 


Ch.2. v.2, 


eſus, although they do truely Repent ? Bur the 
Blood of Chriſt is ſaid elſewhere to cleanſe us from all 
Sin ; not, while we-continue in them , bur if we 
repent and forſake them. And Jeſus Chrift is ſaid 
to be a Propitiation for our Sins ; and not for ours on- 
ly, but for the Sins of the whole World. And there- 


fore 
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of S. Paul notes his great Hu- 
Senſe of his own Sins ; bur doth 
from the hopes of Pardon whoſe 
avations than his had. ® For, 
we leave our the laſt words as peculiar to his Cale, 
yer the other contain in them a true Propolition 
and of the greateſt Importance to Mankind ; This 
s a faithfull ſaying and worthy of all _—_— that 
(iſt je Jeſus came into the World to ſave 
he? rare GC eedf ef beke 
ſuch who hope for Salvation by Chriſt 
wſus; for all are agreed, thax one nn969 4 
we are to be ſaved by him: Bur there is great Dith- 
culty as to the Way of ſaving ſmners by Chriſt Je 
fo whecher by the Doftrine aud Exenple of the Man 
Griſt Jeſus , by the Pawer he attained through his 
Sufferings;; Or, by. the Eternal Son of, God's afſumamy 
dur ; aid juſfering in our fl ad in order to the 
v2 i 6 oa gs Pan 


are. two-Very Flypatheſes or 
murigr Sear grab, chy<agmnak ao ee 
former ſeerns more Eafie to be underſtood and be- 
lieved ;' and the orher ſeems. to have Inſuperable 
Dificulcies\ in. poine of Reaſon; and to run' our 
nap mg \. Which, expoſe our-Faich 


fore much better to ER» FE 
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TO II ns rey 
Men of Reaſon may not be tempted to Infidelity 
and Men of Superſtition may not under the Ce 
lour of Myſteries "bring in the mol} Abſurd ans 
Unreaſonable Dogtrines ? 

Thete- arc plauſible Infinuations, and-would be 
apt to'prevail on conſidering Mens minds, if they 
hire ac Goren ad whake'e Raliginn thee maighe 
moſt accommodared tothe Genus and: Fihmour i 
the Age they live-in. . And: truely no- Men (by 
reg AAhkrfre pretend to.a;Rig 


—_ —_ , - 


he to im- 
pole on orhers any. fy everef Faith, er any ſuch 
things which-:are :above:their: Capacity to, under 
Rand. Bt thar'is 'nor--our- Cale ; for -we all pro 
feb ro believe «ant \receive (Chriſtumity-2s 121. Divine 
Revelation; '-and1God (-wetay') may , requiire\ from 


prehend, ee ic. relares\co\bli or 


vent”-upondhe:(Ul 


froc--erepiire en, EBRa Thibfore:@ tea 
-bufine(s: ts-rovconlider; yrizecher Any Jubh abings/bc 
<ontined'ih "char Rivelatem winch we-aH>romn,; 
= \they be\, awe rare! bound x6 beheve' them, 


k-werare reel ablt to rehend!chenr.' 

Now here /areiowto R eharatters in 
theſe Words, by whighavo may enkiinlcheſcide 
rent -Fhpotheſes conderrang thiway OPENY 
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4: £:54,0. faithful. ſaying, and therekpre mult be 
retained: in that Revelation which God hath made 
our Salvation by Chriſt. 
4L-&t 9 worthy of all Acceptation 5 i. e- molt uſe. 
fll and beneficial to Mankind. 


"Now by theſe two I ſhall proceed in the Exami- 
ion, of 
= 1. Which is 'moft agreeable ro the Revealed 
- "'Will-of God. 
I. ' Which doth offer faireſt for the Benefit 
and Advantage of Mankind. 


L-Which-is moſt to the Revealed Will 
i-God. For that we are {ure on ar 
fall: ſaying; fince Men of Wit and Reaſon ma 
&ive-us, but God cannot. When the. Api 
iſt preached. this Doftrine. co the World? they 
var not bound co belcve what they afemed 0 
a ave ſufficient Evidence 
rare / 2-Irmegs Sr by che wonderfull 
rahprarey rs Ghoſt. Dor mew this fac 
kf Grin cia-omtained fi the Books, of the. New 
Teſtament, / by which we. are to judge: of:che Truch 
all - Chriftian Dodrines., And when two, diffe- 
rent. Senſes-of (Places of Scripture. are offer d,, we 
we-ro conſider ,+ which -is moſt- Reaſonable ro be 
peferr'd. nheo—s are allow'd ro Exercilc 


our 
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our Reaſon as much- as we pleaſe; and'the thore 
we do fo, the ſooner we ſhall come: to' Satisfaction 
m this matcer.-- - © + 7k 

Now according 'to Reaſon we may judge tha 
Senſe to be preferrd, - L 3 Up 

(1.) Which is moſt plain and eafie and agree 
able to the moſt received Senſe of Words ; na 
that which is forced and ba. , of _ pus 
improper and metaphorical upon, Words whi 
__ "— TUIY = (jg other Senſes ; eſpecially 
when it is no Sacramencal thing, which in its own 
Nature is Figurative. — 

(2.) Thar which ſuits moſt with che Scope and 
Deſign not only of the particular: Places, -but of 
the whole New Teſtament ; which is, ro magnift 
God- and ro depreſs Man ; co ſer forth,: the Infinite 
Love /and Condeſcenſion of God in' giving his $0 
to be a Propitiation for our Sins ; to ſet up the Wot 
ſhip of one true God in. Oppohition to Creatures 
to Repreſent and Declare the mighty Advantags 
Mankind receive by the Sufferings of Chriſt Jeſus. 

(3.) | Fhart which hath been ' received 
in the Chriſtian Church to be the Senſe of thoſe plz 
ces. For, we are certain, this was always lookd 
on as a matter of great Concernment to all Chri 
tians ; and they had as great Capacicy-of- under 
ſtanding the Senſe of the Apoſtles ; and the Pri 
mitive Church. had greater Helps for —_—_— 
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than others at '.ſo 'much greater Diſtance. And 
therefore the Senſe is not to be taken from modern 
Inventions, or Criticiſms, or pretences to Revelation ; 
but chat which was at firſt deliver to the Chriſtian 
Church and hath been ſince received: and embraced 
by it. in the ſeveral Ages; and hath been molt 
ſtrenuouſly aſſerted, when it hath met with 
ſition, i as founded on Scripture and the general Con- 
ſent of the Chriſtian Church. | 
(4-) That which belt agrees with the Charatters 
of thoſe Perſons from whom we receive the Chri- 
ſtian_Faith ; and thole are Chriſt Jeſus and his holy 
Apoſtles. - For, if their An be loſt, _ Reli- 
on is gone ; and their Authority depends upon 
on S "24H and Faithfulneſs, _— One inform 
the World aright in matters of fo great Impor- 
cance. 4 
(1.) I begin wich the Character which the Apo- 
ſtles give 0 hy Teſus himſelf ; which is, that he 
was a Perſon. of the greateſt Humility and Conde- 
ſcenfion, that he did not aſſume to himſelf that 
which he might juſtly have done. For let the 
Words of S. Paul be underſtood either as to the 
Nature, or Dignity of Chriſt, it is certain that they 
muſt imply chus much, that when Chriſt Jeſus was 
here on Earth, he was not of a vain aſſuming hu- 
mour, that he did not boaſt of himſelf, nor mag. 
nhe his own Greatneſs , but was contented to be 
B : look'd 
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I6okd 'on 2s other Men ; although he had ar that 


= far -{ ge 26d] Diviner Excellency in him 
cd would believe. © Leſs chan this, 


| 
_ be made of thoſe Words of the Apoſtle, 
Phil.2.6,7. JPþo beiny m the form of God , he thought it not rob | 
bery to be equal with"God, but made himſelf of ns Re | 
| putation and took upon hum the form of a Servant. ; 
Now this being the Charaer given of him le YI , 
us conſider what he. doth afhrm concerning him. F 
{elf. For alchongh he was far from drawing the : 
| People afrer him ,” by fetting forth his own Per. s 
: tections ; yet npon juſt ocean when the eos i 
conteſted with him, hedid Aﬀert ſuck things, which I , 
muſt ſavour of Vahiry and Oftentation , or ll WI - 
muſt imply that he | was the Eternal Son of God a 

For, all Mankind 'are agreed chat. the higheſt de 

| gree of Ambition lies in Aﬀecting Divine Honour, 4 
or for a meer Man to v Ag drary ud; ores How YI 1; 

| ſeverely did God puniſh Herod for being pleaſed hy 
| with L Peoples in crying -out, the Yau of 2u 
de 

ny 

to 

an« 

he 

fex 

Ma 

thus 


| A8n1z22- God and not ; pry [And x 618. he could ne 
ver have born with ſach poſitive Afﬀertions and 
| ſuch repeated Defences of his being the Son of Gul 
in ſuch a manner as implied his being ſo from 
Erernicy. This in |his Diſputes with the Jews he 
| Jeb-6.32, Affirms ſeveral times, that he came down from Hes 
" ven, not in a Metaphorical but in a proper Senſe, 
5% as appears by thoſe words , What and if ye ſhall je 


| cs. 62, 
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the Son of Man aſcend up where be was before? In 
another Conference he aſſerted , that be was before Job. 4. 58. 
fbrabam. Which the Jews fo literally underſtood, 


that without a Metaphor they went about to ſtone him; «. 59 


lice imagining that by Abraham the calling of the 
Gentiles was to be underſtood. But above all, is 
that Expreſſion which he uſed to the Jews at ano- 
ther Conference ,, I and my Father are one ; which Jok 10.35. 
they underſtood in ſuch a manner that immedi- 
uely they took ap ſtones to have ſtoned him. What ». 3: 
means all chis Rage of the Jews againſt him ? Wha ? 
for ſaying that be had Unity of Conſent with hs Fa- 
ther * No certainly. But the Jews miſunderſtood him. 
Let us ſuppoſe it ; would not our Saviour have 
mmediately explained himſelf ro prevent fo dan- 
gerous a Miſconſtruction > Bur he asked them , 
what it was they\ſtoned him for?! They anſwer 
bi direftly and plainly, ' becauſe that thou being 4 v.32, 33- 
nan makeſt thy ſelf God. This was home to the 
purpoſe. And here was the time for him to have | 
denied it, if it had nor been ſo.-/: Bur doch he de- | 
oy it ? Doth he (ay, .it would-be Blaſpheny in him 
to own-1t 2 No; but he goes about to defend it ; | 
and proves it to be no Blaſphemy for him to ſay that + 36 J 
he was the Son of God ; i. e. lo as ta:be God, as the 
jews underſtood it: Can we imagjn that a meer 
Man knowing himſelf to be ſuch , ſhould Aſſume 
this to himſelf; and yet God to bear witnels to 

| B 2 tum 
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him not only by Miracles but by a Voice from Hea- 
Marr.3.+7: Ven, Wherein he' was called his beloved Son in whom 
he was well pleaſed? ' Could God be pleaſed with 1 
mortal, finite, defpicable Creature , as the Jew, 
thought him , that [Aſſumed to hiniſelf co be God 

and maintained and. defended it among his own 
People, in a folemn Conference at a very Publick 

Place in. one of the Portico's of the Temple ? And 

this he perfiſted in to the laſt. For, when th 

Mare. 26. High Prieſt adjured him by the living God to tell, whe. 
” ther he were the C hriſt the Son of God , ( for he, no 
doubr, had heard of the Reſult of this Conference 

v. 64. in Solomon's Porch ) Jeſus. ſaid unto him, Thou haſt 
Murk 14. faid. S. Mark, more exprelly, Jeſus ſaid I am. And 
j this was the Blaſphemy, for which they put him to 
| =». 6. death; as appears by the Evangeliſts. So that this 
| Mart. 2G ought*ro be a Diſpute only berween Jews and Chri 
' ftians ; ſince it was the very point, for which they 
| condemned him. ro death. And in his laſt mot 
; divine Prayer juſt | before his Suffering , he owns 
| tk 2 the Glory which he had with the Father before th 
Br © ).- ;. World had a being. And now, 0 Father, glorifu 
thou me with the glory which T had with thee, before the 
World was. Was this nothing but the Glory which 
God had deſigned: to give him? This is fo fa 
| from being peculiar ro Chriſt, that ic is common 
| ro all whom God deſign: ro glorihe ; and takes a 
| way the diſtinftion berween che Decree and the Ext 


wtion of it. (2.) A 
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(2.) As to the Apoſtles, the Reaſon we believe 
cheir Teſtimony is, that they were Men of greac 
Sincerity and Plainnefs, and of great Zeal for the 
Honour and Glory of God. And according to 
this CharaFter, let 'us examin what they ſay con- 
cerning Chriſt Jeſus. 

He that was moſt converſant with him , and 
beloved by him, and lived to ſee his Divanty con- 
teſted by ſome, and denied by others, is moſt 
ample in ſetting it forth in his Admirable, Sublime, 
Fs Divine Introduction to his Goſpel. Which all Job. -1* 
the Wir of Mankind can never make tolerable Senſe 
of, if they deny Chriſt's being the Eternal Son of 
God; and it is he, that hath preſerved thoſe Con- 
ferences with the Jews , wherein he aflerts his own 
Divonty. 

S. Paul was a Stranger to him while he lived-; 
but ar the ſame time when he was ſo zealous to 
perſwade the Gentiles tro the Worſhip of God and nor 
of Creatures, he calls him God, over all bleſſed. for Rom. s. 5. 
evermore. And when he: faith, that the Eternal | 
Power and Godhead are known by the Creation of. the R910. 
World, he attributes the Creation of all things to Chriſt, © * ” 
applying co him thoſe words of the P/abmift, Thou Heb. 1. >» 
Lord im the begmung haſt laid the Foundation of the 
Earth cnd the Hedven, the Work of . thy hands. 
Which 'caanot be underſtood of any Metaphorical 


Creation. 
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And after the ſtrifteſt Examination of Copies, 
thoſe will be formd the beſt, which have tha 
Reading on which our Tranſlation is grounded. 
: Tim. 3- And without Controverſie great is the Myſtery of God 
lineſs, God was manifeſt in the Fleſh. So that God: 
being manifeſt in the Fleſh is made a great Part of 

the Myſtery of Chriſtianity. 
Bur here ariſes a Difficulty, which deſerves to be 
| confiderd ; 45.\e. © If there were nothing in the 
« Chriſtian Doctrine, but the Way of Saving jm 
« ers by the Doctrine and Example of Chriſt, 
« there would be lictle Objection to be made to 
© ie; ſince the obtaining Eternal Lite is certainly 
| © the belt thing can be propoſed to Mankind, and 
« the Precepts of Chriſt are Divine and Spiritual, 
« Plain and Eafie to be Underſtood, and Agree 
« able to the Reaſon of Mankind ; but many 
« other things are \impoſed on Men as neceſſary 
« robe believed concerning Chriſt Jeſus, as to Jus 
« Divinity, Incarnation, and the Hypoſtatical Union of 
« both Natures, which perplex and confound our 
« Un ings ; |and yet thele things are not 


« only deliverd as Myſteries of the Chriſtian Faith ; 
« but the Belief of them is required as neceſſary to 
« the Salvation of |Sinners ; whereas, it they are 
« Reyealed they are no longer Myſteries ; and it they 
| « are not Revealed , how come they to be made 
« Articles of Faith ? = The Scripture knows of no 

| other 
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« other Myſteries of Faith bur ſuch as were hidden 
« before the Revelation of them, but ſince they are 
« Revealed they .are plain = open to all mens 
& Capacities ; and therefore it is a great Injury to 
« fs Plainneſs and Simplicity of the Goſpel ro im- 
ſe ſuch aheamianr 51 Myſteries, as Necel- 

« oh Articles of Faith ; and it is Rb the Cre- 
«. dulity of, Mankind, 6 make; foch things necel- 
6.lary to be believed, which are impoſſible to be 
© underſtood. Bur thoſe who have ever loved to 
« Deceive and Abuſe the reſt of the World, have 
& been always fond of the Name of Myſteries ; 
« and ther ore all ſuch things are to be ſuſpected, 


« which come under that Name. For, all ſuch | 


« Points which will not bear Examination, muſt 
* be wrapt up and Reverenced under the Name of 
« Myſteries, ; Fp Sy is, of things to be ſwallow'd with- 


* our being underſtood. But the Scripture never 2:/nnſeef 
« calls 4g a Myſtery which is Incomprehenſible in ut Nyttry, 


O's. p. 5. 


« ſelf, though never ſo much revealed. 
This is the main force of the Objection, which 
| ſhall endeavour to remove by {hewing þ 
(1.) Thar Foy may juſtly require from us in 
general, the Belief of what we .cannor 
comprehend. 
(2.) Thar which way fſoever the Way of Sal- 
vation by Cirift be explained, : A wall 
be ſomething of that Nature found in it ; 


and 
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and that thoſe who reje&t the Myſteries of 
Faith run |into greater Difficulties than 
thoſe who affere them, -- 

(3-) That no more is required as a Neceſſary 
Article of Faith than what is plainly and 
clearly Revealed. 

(1.) That God may juſtly require from us in 
general, the Belict of what we cannot comprehend. 
Ic is ro very little purpoſe ro enquire whether the 
Word Myſtery in Scripture be applied to ſuch parti 
cular Doctrines, whoſe Subſtance is Revealed, but 
the manner of them is incomprehenſible by- us; 
for why may not we make uſe of ſuch a-Word 
whereby to expreſs things truely revealed; bur 2 
bove our Comprehenſion > We are certain the 
Word Myſtery is uſed for things far leſs difficult 
and abſtruſe ; and'why may it not then be fitly. 
applied to ſuch matters, which are founded on Di 
vine Revelation, bur yer are too deep for us to go 
to the bottom of them ? Are there not Myſteries in 
Arts, Myſteries in Nature, Mhſteries in Providence? 
And what Abſurdity is there to call thoſe Mſteris, 
which in ſome Meaſure are known , but in much 
greater unknown |to us? Although therefore in 
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revealed, 


the Language of Scripture it be granted, that the 
word Myſtery is moſt frequently applied, to things 
before hidden, but now revealed, yet there is no [n- 
congruity in calling that a Myſtery , which being I 


MO }—__ 


at $. Laurence-jewry. 15 


revealed, hath yet ſomething in ic which our un- 

derſtandings Cannot reach to. Bur it is meer Ca- 

villing to inſiſt on a Word, if the Thing ic felt be 

granted. The chict thing therefore to be done is, 

to ſhew that God may require from us the belicf 

of ſuch things which axe incomprehenſible by us. 

For, God may require any thing from us, which it 

is reaſonable for us to do; if it be then reaſonable 

for us to give Aﬀent where the manner of what 

God hath revealed is not comprehended, then God 

may certainly require it from us. Hath nor God 

revealed to us that in ſix days be made Heaven and 

Earth and all that is therein * - But is it not reaſon- 

able for us to believe this, unleſs we are able to 

comprehend the manner of Gods production of 

things Here we have. ſomething revealed and 

that plainly enough, viz; that God created all things, 

and yer, here is a Myſtery remaining as to the man- 

ner of doing ic. Hath not God plainly revealed 

that there ſhall be a bs ape of the dead? and 

muſt we think it unrealonable to believe it, cill we 

are'able ro comprehend. all the changes of che Par: 

ticles of Matter from the Creation to the General Re- 

furretion ? Bur it is laid that there is no Contradiftion 

mn this, but there is m the Myſtery of the Trmity and 

Incarnation. It 1s ſtrange Boldneſs in Men to talk OSſervatt- 

thus of Monſtrous Contradiftions in things above their witli bs 

Reach. The Atheiſts may as well ſay, Infinite Power 7; 5 
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A Sermon preached 
'y and 


is 2 Mon ContradiFtion ; and God s Inmenſu 
his x tre bart Perfections are Monſtrous Pa. 
radoxes and Contradiftions. Will Men never learn 
to diſtinguiſh berween Numbers and the Nature of 
Things * For three to be one is a Contradiftion in 
Numbers; but whether an Infinite Nature can com. 
municate it ſelf ro three different Subſiſtences withour 
fuch a Diviſion as & among Created Beings, muſt 
not be determin'd by bare Numbers , but by the 
Abſolute PerfeFios of the Divine Nature ; which 
muſt be owned to be above our Comprehenhon. 
For let us examin ſome of thoſe Perfeftions which 
are moſt clearly revealed and we ſhall find this 
rrue. The Scripture plainly reveals, that God is 
from everlaſting to everlaſting * that he was and us and 
s to come; bur ſhall we not believe the Truth of 
this till we are able to fathom the Abyſs of God's 
Eternity * 1 am apt to think (and I have ſome 
choughtfull Men concurring with me ) that there is 
no prearer Difficulty in the Conceprion of the Tri 
nity and Incarnation, than there is of Eternity. Not, 
bur thar there is great Reaſon to believe it ; but 
from hence it appears that our Reaſon may oblige 
us'to believe ſome things which it is nor poſſible 
for us ro comprehend. We know that either God 
muſt have been for ever, or it is impoſhble he 
ever ſhould be ; for if he ſhould come into Being 
when he was not, he mult have ſome Cauſe of his 


Being 5 
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Being ; and that which was the firlt Cauſe would 
be God. Bur, if he was for ever he muſt be from 
himſelf ; and. what Notion or Conception can we 
have in our Minds concerning it * And yer, Athez- 


- ſtical men can take no Advantage from hence ; 


becauſe ther own moſt abſurd Fhpothefis hath the 
very ſame Difficulty in it. For ſomething muſt 
have been for ever. And it is far more Reaſon- 


able to ſuppoſe ir of an Infinice and Exernal Mind, | 


which hath Wiſdom and Power and Goodnels to 
give Being to other things, than of dull, ſtupid and 
lenſleſs Matrer, which could never move it ſelf, 


nor give Being to any thing belides. Here we 


have therefore a thing which muft be owned by 
all ; and yer ſuch a thing which can be concerved 
by none. Which ſhews the narrownels and ſhorr- 
nels of our Underſtandings, and. how unfie they are 
to be the Meaſures 'of the Poſſibilities of things. 
Vam men would be wiſe ; they would fain go to the 
very botrom of things, when alas! they {carce un- 
derſtand the very Surface of them. They will al- 
low no Myſteries in Religion; and yer every thing 
is a Myſtery to them. They cry out of Cheats and 
Impoſtures under the Notion of Myſteries ; and yer 
there is not 2 Spire of Grals bue 4s a Myſtery to 
them ; they will bear with nothing in Religion which 
they cannot comprehend , and yet there is ſcarce 


any thing in the World which they can compre- 


2 hend. 
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hend. Bur above/other things the Dive Perfett,. 
ons, even thoſe which are moit Abſolute and Necel: 
ſary are above their Reach. For ler ſuch Men ry 
their Imaginations about God s Eternity, not meerly 
how he thould- be! from himſelf; but how God 
{hould coexitt wich all che Differences of "Times 
and yer there be no Succeſſion in his own Being, 
I do not ſay-there: is ſuch Dithculty to. conceive a 
Rock _ Rill when the Waves run by it; or 


the Gnomon of'a Dial when, the- Shadow paſles from | 


one Figure to another ; becaule chele are groſs un. 
active chings;; bur the Difhculry is far greater where 
the Being is Perfect and always Active. For, where 
there is Succeſſion there is a paſſing out of not be. 


\ 1ng in ſuch a duration into being in it; which 1s 


D:Confo!. 


not conſiſtent with the Abſolute Perfection of the 
Divine Nature. | And therefore God .muſt be all 
at once what he is, without any Reſpect to the 
Difference of Time paſt, preſent or ro come. From 
whence Eternity was defhned by 'Boethius to be a 


perfett and tomplete Poſſeſſion all at once of everlaſting 


Life. But how can we form any Conception in 


our Minds of that being all at once, which hath 
ſuch different Acts as muſt be mealur'd by a long 
Succeſſion of Time ? As, the Creating and Dilſol- 


ving the Frame of the World ; the Promiſing and | 


Sending the Meſſias ; the Declaring and Executing 
2 general Judgment ; how can thele things be con- 
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fiſtent with a Permanent Inſtanc,-- or a Continu- 
ance of being without Succeſſion ? ' For, it is im- 
pollible for us in this Caſe, as to God's Eternity, 
to'form a clear and diſtin&t Tdea- in our Mind, 
of chat which boch Reaſon and Revelation convince 
us muſt be. The moſt- we can make of our 
Gonceprion of ir is, thar God hath neither Beginning 
of Being 5 nor End-of Days; bur that he always 
was and always-muſt be. And this is rather a ne- 
cellary Concluſion from Reaſon and Scriprure, than 
any diſtin&t Notion or Conception of Eternity in 
our Minds. From whence it evidently follows, 
that God may reveal ſomething to us, which we 
ae bound to believe, and yet after that Revelation 
the Manner of it may be incomprehenſible by us, 
and conſequently a Myſtery to us. 

Hath not God Revealed to us in Scripture the 
Spirituality of his own Nature ? That he is a Spi- 
rit and therefore will be wor ſhipp d m Spirit and m $Jgh.4.14, 
Truth ; For, that is a true Reaſon why Spiritual 
Worſhip ſhould be molt agreeable to him. Now, 
it. we: could have a clear, diſtin& poſitive Notion 
in our minds of God's Spiritual Nature, we might 
then prerend that there is nothing myſterious in this, 
hince it is revealed. 

Bur let ſuch men. Examin their own thoughts 
about this matter ; and try, whether the urmoſt 
they can attain to, be not ſomething Negative, vir. 

becauſe 
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becauſe great Abſurditics would follow if we arr. 


bured any thingiCorporeal to God ; for, then he muſt 
be compounded of Parts, and ſo he may be diſſol 
ved; then he' muſt be confined to a certain place, 
and not every-where, prelent ; he cannot have the 
Power of Acting and: Selt- Determining which ; 
a meer Body hath not. For the cleareſt Notion 
we can have of Body, is, that it is made up of ſome 
things as parts of ir, which may be leparated from 
each ocher, and is confined to a certain place, and 
hath no Power ro Move or Ac from it lelf. But 
ſome of thele men who cry down Myſteries and 
magnifie Reaſon, to ſhew . how {lender their pre. 
tences to Reaſon are, have aſlerted a Corpored 
God, with Shape and Figure. It was indeed, well 
thought of by thoſe who would make a Man to be 
God, to bring God Gown as near to Man as mi 

be. But how to Reconcile the Notion of a Body 
with Infinite Perfections, is a Myſtery to me, and far 
above my Comprehenſion. Bur if it be no Myſte 
ry to ſuch Men, they muſt exher deny God's Inf: 
aite Perfec&tions or ſhew how a bodily Shape can 
be capable of them. Bur ſome men can confound 
Fate and Infinite, Body and Spirit, God and Man, 
and yet are for no Myſteries ; whereas :thele things 
are farther from| our Reach and Comprehenſion , 
than any of thoſe Do&trines which they find faulr 


with, Bur to proceed, 
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If we believe Propheſie, we muſt believe Gods 
fure-knowledge of future Events : For, haw could 
they be fore-told if he did not fore-know them ? 
And if he did fore-know thofe which he did fare- 
ell, then it was either becauſe thoſe only were re- 
vealed to him which is inconſiſtent with the Di- 
vine Perfections ; or that he doth fore-know all o- 
ther Events and only he firing to Reveal 
theſe: But how can they Solve the Difhculcies a- 
bour Divine Preſcience * Is there no Myſtery in thus ? 
Nothing above their Comprehenſion ? What then 


made their Maſter den it, as 4 thi bove Secin. Prez! 


TC 


a 
lis Camprehenſion ? Be nothing => fare. ©" 


known but whar hath a certain Caule, aud there. 
fore, if evil Actions be fore-rold God muſt be the 
Cauſe of them, and Men will not be free Agencs 
n ther. And yet it is moſt certain, that the Sut: 
frings of Chriſt by the Wickedneſs of Men, were 
bre-rold. What then ? Muſt we make God the 
Authar of Sin *- God forbid, ., Will the righteous 
Judge of all the Earth, puniſh Mankind for his own 
As, which they could not avoid ? Then we muſt 
field, that there is ſomething in the manner of the 
Divine Preſcience, which is above our Comprehen- 
lion. And the molt Searching and Inquiſitive Men 
have been forc'd to yield it at laſt, as to the Con- 
nection berween the Certainty of Preſcience and the 
Liberty of human Actions. Is it not then much 

berter 
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better to fir down quietly at firſt, Adoring the In 
finiteneſs of God's incomprehenſible PerfeCtions, 
than after all the huffings and diſputings of Mento 


cajeran.in fay, In Tgnoranti4 ſol quietem mvenio, as the great 


I. Q. 22. 


art. 4. 


Schoolman did Surely then, here is ſomething 
plainly revealed, and yer the manner of it is ſtill 
Myſtery to us. 

* I ſhall not now inſiſt on any more of the par 
ticular Attributes of God, but only in general | 
deſire to know, whether they believe them ro be 
fmite or mfmute |? If to be fimte, then they muſt 
have certain bounds and limits which they cannor 
exceed ; and that muſt either be fromthe Imper. 
feftion 'of Nature, or from a Superiour Cauſe, 
both- which are repugnant to the very Being 
God. If they believe \ non to be Infinite, how can 
they comprehend them 2 We are ſtrangely puzzled 
in plain, ordinary, finite things ; bur it is madnels 
to pretend to comprehend what is Infinite ; and 
yet if the” Perfeftions of God be not Infinite they 
cannot belong to Him. | 

I ſhall only adde, in Conſequence'to this Aﬀler 


tion, That if nothing is to be believed, but what may be 


comprehended, the very Being of God muſt be reject 
ed roo. And therefore I deſire all ſuch who calk 
ſo warmly againſt any Myſteries m Religion to -onli- 
der whoſe Work it is they are doing ; even theirs 


who under this pretence go about to overthrow all 
Religion- 


_ 
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Religion. @ For, ſay they, Rehgion is a M \ftery 
« in its own Nature ; not this or that, or the other 
- Religion ; bue they are all alike , all s At}tery ; 
« and that is but another Name for Fraud and In- 
« poſture: What were the Heathen Myſterics bur 
« rricks;of | Prieſt-Craft ; and ſuch are maintained 
« and kept up in all kinds of Religion. If there 
« fore thele men, who talk a py eres under- 
« ſtand themſelves, they uance of their 
« Principles reject one God, as well as three Perſons ; 
« For, awlong as they believe an Inhnire and In- 
*C 
« 2ny| other. Doftrine, wenn. 2 Jy: 
$ rg b W_ « is Incomprebenſible. 

theſe very Men, who ſeem to purſue 
the yr me of this Principle zo the urmoſt 5 
lible than 
tO any man of 
SEES 
agreeable to Reaſon. to W $ll, 
Beauty: and Oxder to be the: Effects of a Wile and 
w_ Bezng, 'than of Blind Chance and Unac- 


muſt aſſert ſomething more } 
the Bring of God. For, by 
common 


NES to 
Excmal Mind eodued with all poſſible Perfactions to 
be the Maket of this viſible World ; han, that ic 
ſhould ſtart out from it ſelf, without Contrivante, 


men 


\ 
\ 


bas: it is ' Nonſenſe to reject, 


; whether ar be Hor more agreeable. 
anlafinc and 
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men.have no Reaſon to find fault wich the Myfte. 
ries of Religion becauſe they are incomprehenſible, ſince 
there is nothing ſo Abſurd and lIacomprehenfi ible, 
as their darling Fhpotheſis ;” And, there is nothing 
which can make it prevail, but to ſuppoſe Man. 
kind to be as Dull and Inſenfible as the firlt Chaos, 

Thus I have ſhewn thar it is not unreaſonable 
for God to require from us the Belief of ſomething 
which we cannot comprehend. 

( 2.) I now come to conſider, wherher thoſe 
who are ſo afraid of icomprehenſble Myſterves in our 
Faith, have made it ſo much more eafie in the Way 

they have taken. | And notwithſtanding all the 
Hearing ralk againſt Myſteries and things 1 
prehenlible in Religion, I find mote 


le 


Difficulries in point of Reaſon in their Way.thah in 


2urs. As for inſtance; - 
(r.) Ir is a more Reaſonable ching ro ſuppoſe 


[omething Myfterious in the Erernal Son of God's be- 


mg with the Fathor tics the World was made by thim;| 
ning of his Go-! 


fg that although John che 


' as $. John expreſſes i i the beginning 
ipel ) chan in 


Baptiſt were Jo re 


"Months before Jefwus Chriſt ; 
recalls ena 


Dignity before him.» W 
a wonderfull Myſtery is | this? Can Men have the 
Face to cry down Myſteries in deep 


and marrers of a high and abſtruſe Nature, when 
they make fuch XMſteries of plain and — 
| P An 
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And luppole the Evangeliſt in profound Language [hs 
het | 


Expreſſions to prove a thing, which was 
never diſputed, viz, that although Chriſt Jeſus were 
born, fix Months after John, yer he was in Dignity 
before him ? Yer this was a Myſtery, which, as 1 
remember, Fayſtus Socinus glories in that his Uncle 
Lelivs obtained by Revelation. 
| (2.) \ It.is a more Reaſonable thing to ſuppoſe 
that a Dipme Perſon ſhould allume human Nacure, 
and ſo the Word to be made Fleſh; than to ſay, that 
an Attribute of God, his Wiſdom or Power is made 
Fleſh, . which, is a Myſtery beyond all Comprehen- 
lign ;. There may be ſome Difficalties in our Con- 
ception, of che other, bur this is a thing beyond all 
Conception or Imagination; For an Accident to be 
made 'a Subſtance is as abſurd, as to imagin it to 

without one. 

(3-) Ir is more Reaſonable ro ſuppole that the 
Son of God ſhould come down from Heaven and take 
 Þf our Nature upon him, chan that a man ſhould be- 
rape 'up. into Heaven, that it might, be ſaid that hg 
came;down. from thence. For in the former Suppo- 
\ | tion we have many other places of Scripture: ro 
| | "pportiit, which ſpeak of his- being with- God, 
of having Glory with him before the World was ; wherc-1 
{| 5 there, is nothing for the other, bur only char it is 
| 


neceſſary to make ſome tolerable Senſe of thoſe 
words, 
D 2 (4.) It 
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(4) It is more Reaſonable to believe that Ged 


ſhonld become Man by taking our Nature upon: 


him, than that Man ſhould became God. For in 
the former, there & nothing but -the 'Difkculty of 
conceiving the Manner —_ the Union, which” we 
all grant to be {6 between Soul and Body ; but im 
the other there is a Repugnancy m the 'very Con- 

cepricn of 1a Outed, of Aan-Eternal ers. Adam, 
of Ononiportht:BafirMity, bf atv Hyfinire fonte Bemg. In 
the former "Cale, 'ag" Infivite is unired wo 3 nite; bur 
in the ocher a-Fimce becomes Infinrte. 

(5) It is ore Reaſonable to believe that 
Jeſu ſhould'ſuffer as he'did jo o4r' fakes ſe 
oin.* We are all agreed gar 
were farbeyond any thing «Gods 
bar nates art Fo vivenof ther? Weliy 
that he made himlfelt a voluntary Sacrifice for Expi- 
ion of the Sins of Mankind ; and fo there was a 
oreat and woble —_—_ ed, and no Injury done 
ra willing Mind ; Seriptare 25 plainly ox- 
milfs thi. cprpe rag in Words, But vrhery deny 
this, 'and make Him to fuffer as -one'wholly Inno- 


. cent; for whar 'Caule ? "To make the moft Inno- 


cenr Perſon 2s ap prehenſive of Suffering as n__ 

: and pt env righteous ors Fs 
Airacie biaweusthans,; wt Relpe&t t6'S 
46.) I is more Reaſonable to Eopole fach on 
delcenſi ion m the Son of God to take upon him the 
Form 
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For of a Servant for otr Advantage ; than that 2 


meer Man ſhould be Exalted to the Fonour and Wor 


vr which "aer «noi only to God. For, on the one 


chat is agreeable to the 
= orbrkeg "viz lafbntre” Love and Ci ſeeſia 
ity tro Mankind ; on the other, there is the 


SIN fign of Self-Exaltatign cha 


VIZ. for 4 miter 
Efenrral AUF iButti and" Dctbhuteable Hotioun: which 


belongs to God. : And when theſe rwo-1s more 
EC an, 2 of che New Te- 
ler Fn . effanding judge. For 

3 it is & eht''thar the ew Intention of ir is 6 
e wonderfull Love of God 1 in the ſending 
ar ſo it's as plain rhar one grear End of 
ods corp Podtrine Toit to take Mankind off 
pan Divine Wo 0 Creatures ; and 


cnwe' then fi ſe thar at the fame tirne @ ſhould 


ft up the* p of 2 meer Man with. a © oo 
now ahd Ao? LA ki Be ongs 16 God? "Tas "is to 
me wt vickimprebepfibl Nh - Ag far be: 

yond all thac is'implicd m he Myſteries of the Tre 

mty and Incarnation. For -it- Subverrs the _ Foun: 
dation of che" 1 'bf. to'whe Re. 
forming, 1:612þry then if 'the 2 Mitinds 
tort for: 1 it unto; BW again; for 
fince the Diſtance between God and his Cikpiare 


s taken away, in the marrer of- Worftnp," there is © 


nothing 
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nothing left bur che Declaration of his Will; which 
doth not exclude more Mediators of Interceſſion but 
upon this Ground, that the Mediation of Redemption 
is the Foundation of that of Interceſion. And ts 
far more eaſt for us co ſuppoſe there may-be ſome 
things too hard for us to underſtand | in the My Mya 


of qu Quy Redemptign, Fi Gn, than 

lame. tune is ſþ be both;a D uty,an vo 
worlhip any.buy. the. true God 1 "with pr proper, Div! 
W orſhip. For if x be. obey. ro oy ic to a Crez- 
cure, then it is a greay Sin r 1o the Scr! ipture (till 
accounts it ; bur if we axe bound: ro give it "eg Chu 
who is ur a Creature, then char which in it (elf is a 
Sin, is now become a Neceſlary Dury ; - which over. 
throws the Natural Differences of Good and Evil, 
and makes Iolatry to be a mee Arbitrary Ee 2p 


I rake it for granted, that in pad Dirs. 
Moral Difficulties are more to. be r - Loy Ih 


telleug! ; becauſe Religion was [14 moxe deſigned 
for a Rule of our Patron than, for the. Satisfaction 


of; our Curioſity, , And upon duc Examination we 
ſhall find char there is no ſuch frightfull Appearances 
of Difficulties in the Myſtery of thtIncarnation, as there 


Is. in, giving. Diuiue Worſhip x9 a. —_ to noi 


And it ought to be | pla 
ces which wh 5 Plrrero pace Chriſt Fay 


$30h.17.3. ing the true God ; mult, if they have any force, cx 
: Cor.6.6. Clude(bim from Divine Worſhip. For they are pokes 
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of God asithe, Object of our Worſhip ; bur if he be 
not excluded- from Divine Worſhip, tha neither 45 
he from being the true God ; which they grant he =y - 


6 by Offce bur! not by Nature. 2 Wick 
But a God. by Offce who is nor fo by Natyre is a new £,''. 


and incomprebenſible Myſtery. | A Myſtery kidden from Ks _ 0% 
dges and Generations as to the Church of God ; but * 


not made known by the Goſpel of his Son. 
This is; fuch a kind of Myſtery as the Heathen 
Prieſts had, who had Gads many and Lards many, as 


the Apoſtle ſaich, i. e. many by Offce alchough but , c..s.;. 


one, by Nature. But if the Chriſtian Religion had 
owned one God by Ngtwe and only onz; by Office, the 
Heathens had been to blame, chiefly in the Number 

of their Gods by Office, and not. in the divine Wor: 
hip which, they gave to.them.., Bur S. Paul-blames 
he Hearhens, for doing Service to them which by Na- 
twe are; no, Gods'; nor xr doing!ir withour' Divine. Gl. 
Athoricy, hor for m ing the Perſon. who was 
God by Office, bur in . giving, Divine Worſhip to 
them, who by A Jatcom Þ oo which he es. 


rerer. bpve ſaid, it by. the, Chriſtin Dodtrine, Di 
ne, Worſhjp were to be given to. one. who was 


ct God by Nature. 

-Bur theſe, are | indeed. jntwmprebenſable Myſteries: 
how 2 Man by Nature can be a, God really. and. 
rutly by Offce ; how the Incommunicable Perfecti-- 
ons of the Divine Nature can be communicated” 


to 
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ro 2 Creature ; how God fhould'give' his Glory to 

anther, *and by his own Command'irequire that to 

be given to a Creature, which himſelf had abſo. 

lutely forbidden to be given to any beſides hanſelf 

It is ſaid by a famous Jeſuit (1 will not ſay how 

 agreeably- to their own Dottrines and Prafiices about 

cl d& Divine Worſhip ) that the Command of God came 

V-rb. In. make him worthy of Divine Worſhip, who without ſuch 

on 3” & Command is not worthy of it.'' "And it is very abſurd 

to ſay, that he that is wmnworthy of it 1oithout a Com 

mand, can become | worthy by it ; for it makes God to 

command. Divme Flonour to be 'given to one who cant 

x2 17 deſerverit!) (For ho meer Man /can deſerve to be 

p42 made 'G6d.)- "But it 45" rore' dgreeable to' the Divine 
Native and Will nvt to give his Honiour to a Creature, 

(3.) But after all the Inve&tives of theſe Enemges 

to. Mfteries, we do not 'make that which we ſay i 

- Incomprehenſible to” be 'a Nereſſary Article of Faith # 

it is T1comprehenſible ; but we do affert thac what is 
Incomprehenſible as to the Manner, may be a Neceſſs 

ry Article "as far as it is plainly 'Revealed.' As in the 

Inſtances I have already mentioned of 'the' Creation 

and Refurreftion of the Dead ; would they in earneſt 

have Men turn Infidels as to theſe things till they are 

able to comprehend #llthe difficulties which relate 

ro'them ? If not, why ſhould this ſuggeſtion be 
allowd” as to the Mhſteries which relate to our Re 

demiption by Jeſus Chriſt? If it be ſaid, the Caſe ® 
not 
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lt alike for thoſe are clearly Revealed and theſe are not ; 
this brings it to the true and proper Ifſue of this 
matter, and if we do not prove a clear Revelation, 
we do not aſſert their being Neceſſary Articles of Faith 
bur my prefent buſineſs was only to take off this 
Objection that the Myſteries were Incomprehenſible 
and therefore not to be received by us. 


IF, And fo I come to the ſecond Way, by which, 
we are to Examin the ſeveral Senſes of wp Jeſus 
aniing to ſave Sinners : Which of them tends more 
to the Benefit and Advantage of Mankind ; or which 
s more worthy of all Acceptation. 

And that will appear by conſidering thee 
things ; 

c 3 Which tends moſt to the raiſing our Eſteem 

- and Love of Chriſt Jeſus. 

(2.) Which tends molt to the begetting in us 
a greater Hatred of Sin. | 

- (3) Which © rends moſt * ro” the ſtrengthening 

' our Hope of Salvation by: Jeſus Chrift. 

(1,) As to the raifing 'in us 2 greater Eſteem and 
Love of Chrift. We are 'certain that che Infinite 
Love and Condeſcenfion of 'Chrift Jeſms in under- 
ting fuch a Work: as" the favig of Simiers makes! 
« moſt worthy of all Acceptation.” Some 'Men 
may pleaſe themſelves in thinking that by 'raking 
way all Myſteries they have made theit Faith pr” 
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calie, .burt 1 am certain they have extremely leſlen'd 

the Argument for our Love, viz, the Apprehenſions 

of the wonderfull Love and Lone of Chiiſt 

in coming into the World to ſave Sumers. And yer 

this is the great Argument of the; New Teſtament 

to perſwade Mankind to the Love of God and of his 

Job. 3.16. Son : God ſo loved the World that he gave his only be- 

gotten Son, &c. This is indeed a mighty Argument 

of Love, if .by tht only begotten Son be meant the 

Erernal Son of God, who came down from Heaven, as 

r.13 S. John ſpeaks juſt before ; but if no more be meant 

but only that God made a meer Man to be his Son, 

+ and after he had preached a while here on Earth 

and was ill uſed and crucified by his own People, 

he Exalted him to be God and gave him Divine Ar. 

tributes and Honours ;. this were an Argument of 

great Love to the Perſon of Chriſt, but nor to the 

reſt of Mankind. Bur Gods Love in Scripture is 

magnified with Reſpect to the World in the ſending 
1Job. 4.9. Of his Son, | In this was manifeſted,. ſaith the A 

the Love of God towards us, becauſe, that Gad ſent his 

only begotten Son into the World that we ſhould live 

v.10. through him. Herein is love, not that we laved God, 

but 'that he loved us and ſent his Son 'to be .q as 

tion for our Sins. The great Love-we ſtill fee is 

towards u4, i. e. towards Mankind , but according 

to the other Senſe it muſt have been, Herein was 


the Love of God manifeſted to his Son, that for his 
Suffering 


32 


_ 
Fw } 


—_ eu 


at S$. Laurence-Jewry. 


Sufferings he exalred him above all Creatures. He 
that 
him up for us all. ' If he were the Eternal Son of God 
who came to ſuffer for us, there is a mighty force 
and" Emphaſis 'in this Expreſſion, and very apt to 
niſe our Adtiratioh and our Love; But what not 
ſparing his own Son is there, if nothing were meanc 
bat that he deſigned by Sufferings to Exalr him 2? 
For not Sparing him'ſuppoſes an Antecedent Relation 
of. che high 

ſigning extraordinary Kindneſs for the ſake of his 
Yfferings. Therefore, the ment for the Love 
o God is taken from. what his-Son was, when he 
&liver'd him up for us all ; he was his own Son ; 


not by Adoption as others are ; S. John calls him, his Jobn 1.14 
mly begotten Son ; and God hi elf, his beloved Son L 


in the Voice from Heaven ; and this before his 
vſferings, immediately after his Bapeiſm, when as 
yer, there-was nothing extraordinary done by him, 
sro the great Deſign of his coming. Which ſhews, 
that 'there. was an Antecedent Relation between 
him andthe Father; and that therein the Love of 
God and of Chriſt was manifeſted, char being the 


' Y h- begotten Son of the Father, he ſhould take our 


Nature 1apon him and: for our ſakes do-and ſuffer 
what he did. ' This 'is indeed an Argument great 
mough to raiſe our Admiration, to excite our De- 
"tion, to inflame our Aﬀections ; but how flat 
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ſpared 'not his own Son, faith S. Paul, but deliver d noms.z1. 


Kindnels, bur the other is only de- 
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and low doth it appear, when- it comes to no 
more than this,” that there was a'Man, whom, af. 
rer his Sufferings, God raiſed from 'the dead and 
made him a God by Offce * Dottt this carry any 
ſuch Argument in it for our Eſteem arid «Love 
and Deyotion to him as the other doth upon the. 
moſt (crious Conſideration of it ? 
(2.) Which tends moſt ro beget in us a grea- 
ter Hatred of Sin. For that 1s ſo contrary to the 
Way of our Satvation by Jefws Chriſt, that what 
tends moſt to our Hatred of it , muſt conduce 
moſt to our Happineſs; and therefore be moſt wor- 
thy of all Acceptatim. It is agreed on all hands, 
that Chriſt did ſuffer very much both in' his Mind 
and in his Body. In his Mind , when it is faid, 


13-21- that he was troubled in Spirit ; that be began to be 


38 ſorrowfull and very heavy ; and ſoon after, My Soul 
is exceeding ſorrowfull, even unto death; S. Luke 


Mark 14. faith, that he was in an Agony ; wherein he not on- 


ly prayed more earneſtly, but his ſweat was as it_were 
' great Drops of Blood falling to the Ground, | What 

made this Amazement, and dreadfull 'Agony in 
the mind of the moſt innocent Perſoni in the 
World > Was it meerly the Fear of the Pains of 
Death which he was to undergo? Thar is in 
poſſible , conſidering the Aſſurance which he had 
of ſo glorious a Reward (o ſoon following after; 
when ſo many Martyrs endured ſuch exquitite 
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Torments for his ſake without any ſuch Diſtur- 
bance or Conſternation. Bur he” A {les give 
us another Account of it. S. Peter, Go 

to bear our- Sins in his own body on the tree ; that 


Chriſt - ſuffer d - for Sins, the juſt for the unjuſt. 3.18. 


<— 


| 


ith he, \ was 'Pet.2.24. | 


S. Pal , that God made him to be Sm for 1s who :Cor.5.21. 


knew no Sin, that we might be made the righteou 7 
of God im him.  Hereby. we underſtand how fo 
nocent a 'Perfon' came -ro ſuffer ; be food, in our 
Stead ;' he- was made Sim for 'us; ind” therefore was 
to be treated as a Sinner ; and ro ſuffer thar on our 
Account, - which he could not deſerve on his own. 
If he ſufferd on his own Account, this were the 
way to*fill our Minds with pe rplexicy concerning 
the Juſtice of Providence ns Reſpect to his deal. 
s with the moſt innocent and holy Perſons in 


this' World ; Tf he: ſuffer d on our —_ chen: 


we have the Benefit of his Sufferings, and therein 
we fee how- diſpleaſing to God fin is, when even 
his 'own Son he'd fo much by taking the guilc 
of our Sins' upon him... 'Arid what can tend. mo 
to.tho begerting in us a due hatred of ' fin, than 


wo. confider, whar Chriſt himſelf Fiffer'd © on the | 


Account of it ? Whar' cart miake \us" have 'itiofe 
dreadfult thoughts / of 'it, than thar che otear - 2nd 


mercifull God, wher' he defigned to Save founers, 


yer wonld have his own Son to become 4 Propitt- 
ation for the Sins of Mankmd? And nnlefs we al- 


low 
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low this, we muſt put force upon the plaineſt 
Expreſſions of Scripture ; and make Chriſt to ſuffer 
meerly to ſhew God's Power over a moſt inno. 
cent Perſon, and his Will and Pleaſure to -infli& 
the moſt ſevere Puniſhment pithour any Relpect 
to Guilt, And ſurely fuch a Notion of God, can; 
not be worthy of all Acceptation. ) 
(3-) Which tends moſt co ſtrengthen our Hope 
of Satvation by Chriſt Jeſus. If we believe that he 
luffer'd for our Sins ,, then we have great Reaſon 
to hope for the Forgiveneſs of them ; although 
they 2-1 been many and great, if we fincerely 
Repent ; becauſe the moſt prevailing Argument 
for Deſpair will be removed ; which-is taken from 
the Juſtice of God, and his declared Hatred of Sin 
and Diſpleaſure againſt Sinners. If God be fo 
much in carneſt diſpleaſed with the Sins of Man- 
kind, and his Juſtice þe concerned. in the Punifh- 
ment , of; Sinners, how. can they ever hope to 
eſcape, unleſs there be a way for his Diſpleaſure 
to be : remoyed,, . and his Juſtice-to be ſatisfied ? 
And this. the Scripture tells us is. done by; Chriſt, 
who died that-he' might be a: Sacrifice of. Atonement 
co Reconcile us to God, by his Death ; © as S. Paul ex 
relly affirms. And by this means, we may have I 
ong Conſolation from che Hopes. of Forgive- 
neſs of our Sins. Whereas, if this be taken away, 
either Men muſt  beheve - that God was not in 
earneſt 
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earneſt diſpleaſed with the Sins. of Mankind ; 
which mult exceedingly leflen our Eſteem of the 
Holineſs and Juſtice of God ; or if he were ſo dil- 
pleaſed, that he laid aſide this Diſpleafure, withour 
any Atonement or Sacrifice of Expiation. And fo, 
3s many as look on God's Juſtice and Holmeſs as 
neceſſary and eſſential Attributes of God , will be 
in danger - of ſinking into the Depths of Deſpair, 
as often as they Refle&t ſeriouſly on the Guile of 
their Sins. But on the other fide, if we believe 
that while we were Enemies, we were reconciled to 
God by the death of his:Somr ; then we may have 
Peace with God through \o&r” Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; and 
have Reaſon to believe that there will' be no Con- 
denmation to them that are m. Chriſt Jeſus by a live- 
ly Faith and ſincere Repentance; they may 
with Comfort look up to God as a Reconciled Fa- 
ther, through Jeſus Chriſt our Mediator ; then they 
may with inward Sartisfa&tion look beyond the 
Grave, and ſtedfaſtly hope for that Salvation which 
Chriſt purchaſed on Earth and will at laſt beſtow 
on all ſuch as Love and Obey him. To which 
God of his Infinite Mercy bring us all through Je- 
ſus Chriſt. For, Thi is a faithful Saying and worthy 
of all Acceptation, that he came into the World to ſave 


Sinners. 
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